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Chapter 1 – Why Singapore? A World-Class Hub for Families and 
Education 
Relocating to Singapore is not just about pursuing a new job opportunity—it’s about 
embracing an elevated lifestyle for your entire family. Known for its world-class 
infrastructure, cosmopolitan culture, and highly efficient systems, Singapore has earned 
its reputation as one of the top destinations for expatriates worldwide. 

What Makes Singapore Ideal for Families: 

• Top-Tier Education System: Students in Singapore consistently rank among the 
highest in the world, especially in math, science, and reading. Whether choosing 
local or international education, families are assured of strong academic 
foundations. 

• Safe and Family-Friendly Environment: With exceptionally low crime rates and 
a strong rule of law, parents can feel secure allowing their children a greater 
degree of independence here. 

• English as the Primary Language: English is the language of instruction in most 
schools and is widely spoken throughout the country, eliminating language 
barriers for many expat families. 

• Excellent Healthcare and Clean Living: Access to top-notch healthcare, clean 
air and water, and efficient public services all contribute to a high quality of life. 

• Gateway to Asia: Singapore’s central location makes it an ideal base for 
exploring other parts of Asia during school breaks or weekends. 

For expat families seeking both personal growth and professional opportunities, 
Singapore delivers an exceptional balance. 

 

  



Chapter 2 - Understanding the Education Landscape: 
Public vs. International Schools 
Singapore offers a wide array of schooling options for expatriate families, but the two 
primary paths are local public schools and international schools. Each offers distinct 
benefits depending on your child’s needs and your family’s long-term plans. 

Local Public Schools 

Singapore’s public schools are known for their academic rigor, structured curriculum, 
and high performance. Primary school begins at age 7 and progresses through secondary 
and post-secondary stages. The curriculum is centered around English as the main 
language, with a strong emphasis on bilingualism—students are also required to learn a 
second language, typically Mandarin, Malay, or Tamil. 

What to Expect: 

• Public schools provide a deeply immersive experience into local culture and 
community life. 

• Admission for international students is limited and competitive, with Singapore 
citizens and permanent residents given priority. 

• While fees are generally lower than international schools, expatriates are not 
eligible for subsidies, and there may be additional administrative requirements. 

• The academic pace is fast and the environment highly structured, which may be 
a culture shift for students from more relaxed education systems. 

International Schools 

International schools are the go-to choice for many expat families due to their familiar 
teaching styles, flexible curricula, and globally focused environments. These schools 
offer a variety of internationally recognized programs, such as the IB, British, American, 
Australian, and other national curricula. 

Why Families Choose International Schools: 

• Students can continue with a curriculum they’ve already been following, easing 
the transition between countries. 

• Class sizes are often smaller, with more personalized attention and holistic 
development. 

• Many schools emphasize multiculturalism, with diverse faculty and student 
populations, making it easier for children to feel at home. 



• Extracurricular opportunities are abundant—ranging from arts and music to 
STEAM and sports—supporting well-rounded growth. 

Cost Consideration: Tuition fees can vary widely, from more affordable options to 
premium institutions. It's also important to factor in additional costs like application fees, 
deposits, school uniforms, and transportation. 

Choosing the Right Path 

Families planning to stay long-term and seeking deeper integration into Singaporean 
society may find public schools appealing. On the other hand, those on shorter 
assignments or seeking continuity in education may prefer the consistency and flexibility 
that international schools offer. 

Next, we’ll explore the types of international curricula available in Singapore to help you 
choose the best fit for your child’s academic and personal development. 

  



Chapter 3 - Types of International Curricula in Singapore 
Singapore’s international schools offer a rich variety of globally recognized curricula 
tailored to the needs of expatriate families. Whether you're looking for a seamless 
transition from your home country’s education system or an internationally standardized 
program, there’s a curriculum that aligns with your child's academic journey and future 
aspirations. 

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

The IB curriculum is one of the most popular choices among globally mobile families. It 
is well-regarded for its emphasis on inquiry-based learning, critical thinking, and 
international-mindedness. 

Key Features: 

• Offers programs from early years (PYP) to the Diploma Programme (DP) for high 
school students. 

• Encourages interdisciplinary learning and student-led research. 

• Recognized by universities worldwide for its academic rigor and holistic 
approach. 

Best For: Families looking for a flexible, globally respected curriculum that promotes 
independence and intercultural awareness. 

 

British Curriculum (IGCSE & A-Levels) 

Rooted in the National Curriculum of England, this system is structured and examination-
based, culminating in the General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) and A-
Level qualifications. 

Key Features: 

• Divided into Key Stages, with exams typically taken at ages 16 (IGCSE) and 18 (A-
Levels). 

• Strong focus on subject mastery, especially in traditional academic disciplines. 

• Widely accepted by universities in the UK and across the globe. 

Best For: Families familiar with the UK education system or those seeking a highly 
academic, exam-focused pathway. 

 

 



American Curriculum 

This system provides a broader approach to education, often offering Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses and a High School Diploma. 

Key Features: 

• Emphasis on continuous assessment, coursework, and GPA rather than final 
exams alone. 

• Encourages sports, arts, and community involvement alongside academics. 

• Flexibility in course selection allows for a personalized learning experience. 

Best For: Families relocating from the U.S. or those who value a more flexible, well-
rounded education style with multiple college entry points. 

 

Other National Curricula 

Singapore is home to international schools that cater to specific expatriate communities 
by offering home-country education systems such as: 

• Australian Curriculum – Leading to the Higher School Certificate (HSC) or 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE). 

• French Curriculum – Based on the French national education system and 
culminating in the French Baccalauréat. 

• German Curriculum – Offering the Abitur pathway with a strong foundation in 
sciences and languages. 

• Indian Curriculum – Including CBSE and ICSE systems, designed to maintain 
continuity for Indian expatriates. 

Best For: Families who may eventually return to their home country or want their child to 
stay aligned with the national education framework. 

 

Local Schools with International Programs 

A few schools in Singapore blend local and international approaches. These often 
include integrated programs or gifted education tracks that may appeal to high-achieving 
students. 

Best For: Families open to hybrid options and looking for a balance between local 
immersion and global standards. 

 



With such a wide range of curricula available, it’s important to consider your child’s 
learning style, long-term education plans, and how easily they can adapt to a new 
academic environment. Up next, we’ll help you understand the cost structure of 
international education in Singapore so you can plan your move with confidence. 

 

  



Chapter 4 - School Fees Breakdown: What to Expect 
When relocating to Singapore, education is likely one of the biggest investments for your 
family. International schools in the country offer top-notch learning environments, but 
it’s important to understand the full financial picture—including tuition and all the 
additional costs involved. 

 

Tuition Fees by Age Group 

Age Group Annual Tuition Range (SGD) 

Pre-School / Nursery (Ages 3–6) $13,000 – $30,000 

Primary / Elementary (Ages 7–12) $20,000 – $40,000 

Secondary / High School (Ages 13–18) $25,000 – $50,000+ 

Note: Fees vary depending on curriculum, facilities, and reputation. 

 

Common Additional Fees 

Fee Type Description 
Estimated Range 
(SGD) 

Application Fee 
One-time, non-refundable fee to process 
application 

$500 – $2,500 

Registration / 
Enrolment Fee 

One-time fee to confirm placement upon 
acceptance 

$1,000 – $8,000 

Capital Levy / 
Development Fee 

Used for school infrastructure and facility 
upgrades 

$1,000 – $5,000+ 

Refundable Deposit 
Held during enrolment, returned upon 
withdrawal 

1–2 months of 
tuition 

Uniforms & Textbooks 
Required school attire and learning 
materials 

$500 – $1,000 
annually 

Transport Services Optional school bus services 
$2,000 – $4,500 
annually 



Fee Type Description 
Estimated Range 
(SGD) 

Meals / Cafeteria School-provided lunches/snacks (optional) 
$1,000 – $2,000 
annually 

Exam Fees 
Applicable for IB, IGCSE, A-Levels, etc., 
typically in senior years 

$1,000 – $3,000+ 

Technology / Device 
Fees 

Some schools require or provide devices 
with tech support or rental fees 

$300 – $1,500 
annually 

Co-Curricular 
Activities 

Certain clubs, sports, or external 
competitions may incur added fees 

Varies by activity 

 

Helpful Savings Options 

• Sibling Discounts: Many schools offer fee reductions for the second or third 
child enrolled. 

• Corporate Sponsorships: Some employers offer education allowances or have 
partnerships with schools. 

• Early Payment Discounts: Paying tuition annually upfront can sometimes result 
in cost savings. 

 

Understanding both tuition and hidden costs upfront helps ensure a smooth and well-
prepared transition for your child’s education in Singapore. 

Next, we’ll guide you through the admissions process—what to prepare, when to apply, 
and how to secure a spot at your preferred school. 

 

  



Chapter 5 - Admissions 101: How to Get Your Child Into 
the Right School 
Securing a place in a good international school in Singapore is a priority for many expat 
families—and with demand often outstripping supply, early preparation is key. 
Admissions processes can vary by school, but the general steps and requirements are 
fairly consistent. 

Here’s what you need to know to navigate the process confidently. 

 

When to Apply 

International schools in Singapore typically follow either the Northern Hemisphere 
academic calendar (starting in August/September) or the Southern Hemisphere 
calendar (starting in January/February). Some offer rolling admissions depending on 
availability. 

Tip: 
Start researching and applying 6–12 months before your intended start date. This is 
especially important if you're moving mid-academic year or have a specific school in 
mind. 

 

What Schools Usually Require 

Here’s a checklist of commonly requested documents and steps during the application 
process: 

Requirement Details 

Application Form Completed online or via PDF, usually with a fee attached. 

Application Fee Ranges from $500–$2,500; non-refundable. 

Child’s Passport & Birth 
Cert. 

Required to verify identity and age. 

Parent’s Passport / Work 
Pass 

Proof of residency or relocation. 

School Reports / 
Transcripts 

Past 1–3 years of academic records; some may ask for 
character references. 



Requirement Details 

Immunization Records Must meet school and local health requirements. 

Photographs Passport-sized photos for school files and ID cards. 

Entrance Assessments 
May include English and Math tests, interviews, or 
cognitive assessments. 

Student Visa (If 
Applicable) 

Some schools assist with this after enrolment 
confirmation. 

 

Assessment & Interviews 

Not all schools conduct assessments, but many use placement tests or student 
interviews to understand your child’s academic level, language proficiency, or learning 
support needs. 

• Younger children may undergo informal play-based assessments. 

• Older students may sit for written English and Mathematics tests. 

• Some schools require family interviews to gauge school-family alignment. 

 

Waitlists and Availability 

Popular schools and grade levels (especially early years and secondary) can have limited 
availability. If your preferred school is full: 

• Ask to be added to the waitlist. 

• Consider backup schools with similar curricula. 

• Inquire about campus availability—some schools have multiple locations. 

 

Mid-Year Transfers 

Many international schools accommodate mid-year admissions, especially for globally 
mobile families. However, placement depends on availability and your child’s readiness 
to adjust to the curriculum timeline. 

 

 



Decision Timeline 

Once submitted, most schools will respond within 2 to 6 weeks, though this varies. Upon 
acceptance, you’ll likely be asked to: 

• Confirm the placement with a registration fee or deposit. 

• Submit final documents and settle the first term’s tuition. 

 

Final Tip 

Consider scheduling a school visit or virtual tour. This gives you and your child a sense 
of the environment, facilities, and culture before making a final decision. 

 

In the next section, we’ll explore what life is like beyond the classroom—from campus 
facilities to co-curricular opportunities that make Singapore’s international schools 
stand out. 

  



Chapter 6 - Beyond the Classroom: Facilities, Activities, 
and Student Life 
A great school experience goes far beyond textbooks and exams. One of the standout 
features of international schools in Singapore is their commitment to holistic 
education—nurturing not just academic excellence, but also creativity, leadership, 
collaboration, and well-being. 

Here’s what expat families can expect when it comes to facilities, co-curricular 
activities (CCAs), and daily student life. 

 

World-Class Campus Facilities 

Many international schools in Singapore are equipped with exceptional infrastructure 
that supports learning, play, and exploration: 

Common Facilities Highlights 

Sports Complexes 
Indoor gyms, Olympic-size swimming pools, football 
fields, tennis courts 

Performing Arts Centres 
Black box theatres, music studios, dance halls, film 
and drama rooms 

Science & STEAM Labs 
Robotics workshops, makerspaces, coding labs, 3D 
printers 

Libraries and Media Hubs 
Well-stocked libraries with quiet zones and digital 
learning tools 

Green Spaces & Outdoor 
Learning Areas 

Sensory gardens, nature play zones, rooftop farms 

Dining and Nutrition On-campus cafeterias serving healthy, diverse meals 

Such facilities help create a vibrant learning environment where students can discover 
passions beyond the classroom. 

 

 

 

 



Co-Curricular Activities (CCAs) 

Co-curricular activities are central to student life in Singapore’s international schools. 
They not only complement academic growth but also encourage students to build 
friendships, develop leadership skills, and discover new interests. 

Popular CCA Categories: 

• Sports: Football, swimming, basketball, gymnastics, track & field 

• Arts & Culture: Choir, drama, music ensembles, dance, photography 

• Academic Clubs: Debate, Model United Nations (MUN), coding, robotics, 
entrepreneurship 

• Community Service: Eco clubs, social outreach programs, animal welfare 

• Languages & Cultural Clubs: Language enrichment, international days, cultural 
exchange groups 

Most schools offer CCAs as part of the weekly timetable or after school, and participation 
is often encouraged from a young age. 

 

Wellness and Support Services 

Student well-being is a major focus in most international schools, with dedicated support 
teams in place: 

• Counseling & Emotional Support: In-house counselors and pastoral care teams 
help students navigate social and emotional challenges. 

• Learning Support: Tailored programs for students with additional learning needs. 

• University and Career Guidance: High schools offer college counseling to help 
students explore higher education options worldwide. 

This well-rounded support system ensures that students not only succeed academically 
but also thrive emotionally and socially. 

 

A Day in the Life 

While daily routines may vary by school and age group, a typical school day often 
includes: 

• Morning assembly or homeroom 

• Core academic subjects 



• Recess and lunch breaks 

• Specialist classes (e.g., art, music, physical education) 

• Co-curricular sessions 

• End-of-day wrap-ups or reflection time 

Many schools also host special events, such as international festivals, sports days, book 
weeks, and science fairs—offering rich cultural exposure and community engagement. 

 

Up next, we’ll help you explore which neighborhoods are popular among expat 
families—and how to find the right place to live that complements your school choice 
and lifestyle. 

 

  



Chapter 7 - Neighborhoods Near Top International 
Schools 
Finding the right place to live is just as important as choosing the right school. Many expat 
families prioritize neighborhoods that are not only close to their child’s school but also 
safe, convenient, and family-friendly. 

Singapore offers a wide range of residential areas—each with its own character, 
amenities, and proximity to key schools. Here’s a look at some popular neighborhoods 
favored by expat families. 

 

Orchard / River Valley 

• Who it’s for: Families who want to be in the heart of the city. 

• What you’ll love: Proximity to malls, restaurants, embassies, and medical 
centers. Quick access to international schools like ISS International School and 
Chatsworth International School. 

• Housing: High-rise condominiums, serviced apartments, premium rentals. 

• Transport: Excellent public transport connectivity (MRT and buses). 

 

Bukit Timah 

• Who it’s for: Families who value green spaces and academic prestige. 

• What you’ll love: Close to a cluster of top international schools such as 
Hollandse School, Singapore Korean International School, and Dulwich College. 
Also home to Bukit Timah Nature Reserve. 

• Housing: Spacious landed houses, low-rise condos, quiet streets. 

• Transport: Accessible by Downtown MRT Line and major roads. 

 

Holland Village / Tanglin 

• Who it’s for: Families looking for a mix of local charm and expat-friendly living. 

• What you’ll love: A trendy, artsy vibe with cafes, shops, and markets. Near Tanglin 
Trust School and ISS International School (Paterson Campus). 

• Housing: Boutique condos, landed houses, serviced residences. 



• Transport: Well-connected by MRT and close to Orchard Road. 

 

East Coast / Katong / Marine Parade 

• Who it’s for: Families who enjoy seaside living and a laid-back lifestyle. 

• What you’ll love: East Coast Park, cycling paths, and excellent food. Close to 
United World College SEA (East Campus), Canadian International School, and 
GEMS World Academy. 

• Housing: Affordable condos, family-sized apartments, terraced houses. 

• Transport: Convenient via East-West MRT Line and expressways. 

 

Novena / Newton 

• Who it’s for: Families who want to be central without the hustle of Orchard. 

• What you’ll love: Near reputable healthcare, quiet residential pockets, and great 
schools like EtonHouse and St. Joseph’s Institution International. 

• Housing: Modern condos, some heritage homes, mid-tier rentals. 

• Transport: Central location with multiple MRT lines and easy access to CBD. 

 

Sentosa / Harbourfront 

• Who it’s for: Families seeking luxury living near the sea. 

• What you’ll love: Resort-style lifestyle, Sentosa beaches, and attractions. Close 
to International Community School and ISS High School. 

• Housing: Luxury condos, seafront apartments, exclusive villas. 

• Transport: Limited MRT access; private car or shuttle is more common. 

 

How to Choose the Right Area 

Here are a few key factors to guide your decision: 

• Distance to School: Shorter commutes mean less stress for both parents and 
children. 

• Transport Links: MRT access and school bus routes can make a huge difference. 



• Budget: Rental prices vary significantly by location, size, and amenities. 

• Lifestyle Fit: Consider proximity to parks, food options, shopping, and work. 

• Community: Some neighborhoods have tight-knit expat communities, which can 
help with settling in. 

 

Many international schools also offer school bus services that cover a wide range of 
neighborhoods, giving you flexibility in where to live even if you’re not right next to the 
campus. 

Next, we’ll dive into how to support your child’s transition—from dealing with cultural 
shifts to embracing a new curriculum and social environment. 

  



Chapter 8 - Navigating Culture and Curriculum 
Transitions 
Relocating to a new country and adapting to a new school system can be both exciting 
and challenging for children. Whether your child is moving from a neighborhood school 
to an international classroom, switching curricula, or learning in a new language, their 
transition experience plays a big role in how smoothly they adjust. 

Here’s how to help your child embrace their new academic and cultural environment with 
confidence. 

 

Cultural Transition: From Newcomer to Belonging 

Moving to Singapore introduces children to a unique blend of cultures, traditions, and 
daily life routines. It’s not unusual for new students to feel overwhelmed at first, 
especially if they're experiencing Asia for the first time. 

Ways to Ease Cultural Adjustment: 

• Talk about the move early: Involve your child in discussions about the move, 
school visits, and decision-making. 

• Normalize culture shock: Let your child know it’s okay to feel different, and that 
adjustment takes time. 

• Celebrate local culture: Explore Singapore’s festivals, local food, and customs 
as a family. 

• Join community groups: Look out for expat family events or school-organized 
meetups that help students build friendships outside the classroom. 

 

Academic Transition: Adapting to a New Curriculum 

Different curricula have different expectations, learning styles, and grading systems. A 
student moving from an American school to a British or IB curriculum may encounter: 

• More structured or exam-heavy learning 

• Greater emphasis on independent projects and critical thinking 

• Language or terminology differences (e.g., “maths” vs. “math,” “GCSEs” vs. “SATs”) 

How to Support Academically: 



• Bridge the gap early: Some schools offer orientation programs or "bridging 
classes" to help students catch up. 

• Communicate with teachers: Keep in touch with your child’s teachers to track 
their adjustment and progress. 

• Be patient: Expect a few months of adjustment—it’s common for grades or 
motivation to fluctuate during this time. 

• Encourage asking questions: Make sure your child knows that seeking help is a 
sign of strength, not weakness. 

 

Language Adaptation and Bilingualism 

While most international schools use English as the primary language, students may also 
encounter: 

• Mother Tongue Language classes: Mandarin, French, Malay, Hindi, etc. 

• ESL or EAL support: English as a Second/Additional Language programs are 
available for non-native speakers. 

If your child is not fluent in English or another required language, ask schools about: 

• Language placement tests 

• Additional support classes 

• Flexibility in assessments during the initial months 

 

Social Integration and Emotional Wellbeing 

New environments can sometimes feel isolating, especially if your child is shy or misses 
old friends. Fortunately, international schools in Singapore often have strong pastoral 
care systems, buddy programs, and inclusive activities. 

Tips to Help Settle Socially: 

• Encourage participation in co-curricular activities to build friendships. 

• Schedule playdates or meetups with classmates outside of school. 

• Give your child space to talk openly about their feelings—both positive and 
negative. 

• Check if the school has a student counselor available for adjustment support. 

 



Transitioning to a new life in Singapore is a journey—for both parents and children. With 
the right mindset and support systems, your child can go from feeling like a newcomer to 
thriving in their new environment. 

Next, we’ll guide you through making the ultimate choice—how to evaluate schools 
based on your priorities and values. 

  



Chapter 9 - How to Choose the Right School for Your 
Family 
With so many outstanding options available in Singapore, choosing the right international 
school can feel overwhelming. But the decision doesn’t have to be stressful—by focusing 
on your family’s values, lifestyle, and future plans, you can confidently narrow down your 
options and find the perfect fit. 

Here’s a step-by-step framework to help guide your school selection process. 

 

1. Define Your Child’s Learning Style and Needs 

Start by evaluating what kind of environment your child thrives in: 

Factor Questions to Ask 

Learning Style 
Does your child prefer structured learning or inquiry-based 
exploration? 

Academic 
Strength 

Do they need academic stretch, learning support, or English as a 
second language? 

Social Personality 
Are they introverted or extroverted? Do they enjoy small or large peer 
groups? 

Hobbies & 
Interests 

Are they passionate about music, sports, robotics, or the arts? 

 

2. Clarify Your Family’s Priorities 

Some families prioritize academic excellence, while others value community culture or 
extracurricular depth. Knowing what matters most to you helps streamline your decision. 

Things to Consider: 

• Proximity to home or work 

• Class size and teacher-student ratio 

• School culture and values 

• Flexibility for future relocations 

• Language offerings (especially Mother Tongue or bilingual options) 



 

3. Consider Your Long-Term Education Plans 

Where do you see your child in the next 5–10 years? If university abroad is part of the plan, 
make sure the school’s curriculum aligns with your destination country’s admissions 
process. 

Example Matches: 

• UK university goals → Consider schools with A-Level or IB Diploma programs. 

• US college entry → Look for High School Diploma and AP offerings. 

• Returning to home country → National curricula like French, German, or Indian 
systems may provide smoother reintegration. 

 

4. Visit Schools (Physically or Virtually) 

There’s no substitute for seeing the campus and meeting the staff. Whether in-person or 
online, a school visit gives you a feel for the environment, teaching approach, and student 
engagement. 

What to Observe: 

• How students interact with teachers and each other 

• The condition and energy of the campus 

• Classroom setups and learning materials 

• Staff responsiveness and openness to questions 

 

5. Ask the Right Questions 

Here are some helpful questions to ask admissions staff during your school tour or 
interview: 

• What is the school’s educational philosophy? 

• How are students assessed and supported academically? 

• How does the school handle transitions for new students? 

• What are the homework expectations at each grade level? 

• How does the school foster inclusion and cultural diversity? 

• What is the school’s policy on discipline and well-being? 



• Are there alumni success stories or university destinations? 

 

6. Use a Decision Matrix 

If you’re comparing multiple schools, create a spreadsheet with criteria such as tuition 
fees, location, curriculum, language options, and extracurriculars. Score each school 
based on your priorities to help make an objective decision. 

 

7. Trust Your Instincts 

After gathering all the facts and doing the legwork, trust your gut. A school may tick all the 
boxes on paper, but how your child feels about it matters just as much. 

 

Choosing a school is one of the most important decisions you'll make during your 
relocation journey—but it's also an opportunity to give your child a truly global, enriching, 
and memorable education experience. 

Up next, we’ll wrap up with a helpful FAQ covering some of the most common questions 
expat parents ask before moving to Singapore. 

  



Chapter 10 - FAQ – What Every Expat Parent Asks 
Before the Move 
As your relocation plans take shape, it's natural to have a few lingering questions about 
schooling in Singapore. Here’s a round-up of the most frequently asked questions expat 
parents have—along with clear answers to help you prepare with confidence. 

 

Q1: Can expat children attend local public schools in Singapore? 

Yes, but admission is subject to availability and approval from the Ministry of 
Education (MOE). Priority is given to Singapore citizens and permanent residents, so 
places for international students are limited and competitive. Additionally, expats do not 
receive subsidies, and public schools may have waiting lists. 

 

Q2: Is homeschooling allowed in Singapore? 

Homeschooling is allowed but requires formal approval from the MOE and is typically 
granted to Singaporean citizens. For expatriates, homeschooling is less common and not 
widely encouraged. Most expat families choose international schools or registered 
private schools. 

 

Q3: What happens if we relocate mid-school year? 

Many international schools offer rolling admissions and are experienced in integrating 
students mid-year. However, it depends on space availability and whether the curriculum 
timeline allows for smooth entry into specific subjects or grade levels. It’s best to contact 
schools directly for guidance. 

 

Q4: How early should we apply for international schools? 

You should ideally start the process 6–12 months before your desired start date, 
especially if you’re targeting popular schools or specific grades with limited availability. 
Early planning gives you more flexibility and choice. 

 

Q5: Can my child switch curricula later (e.g., from British to IB)? 

Yes, but transitions between curricula can be challenging—especially in higher grades 
where subject requirements differ. It’s possible, but best done with careful academic 



planning and support from both current and future schools. Younger children usually 
adapt more easily. 

 

Q6: Are there international schools with boarding options? 

While most international schools in Singapore are day schools, a few offer boarding 
facilities for older students or those whose parents travel frequently. If this is a 
requirement, it's best to shortlist schools early as boarding options are limited. 

 

Q7: How do schools support non-English-speaking students? 

Many schools provide EAL (English as an Additional Language) programs, offering 
additional support for students who are still building English fluency. These classes are 
designed to integrate students into mainstream lessons as quickly and smoothly as 
possible. 

 

Q8: Do schools accommodate children with special learning needs? 

Some international schools have dedicated learning support departments, offering 
services such as counseling, therapy, and Individualized Education Plans (IEPs). 
Availability varies, so be transparent with schools about your child’s needs during the 
application process. 

 

Q9: Will my child be able to continue to university from an international school in 
Singapore? 

Absolutely. Singapore’s international schools have strong university counseling 
programs, and their graduates are regularly accepted into top universities in the US, UK, 
Canada, Australia, Europe, and beyond. Whether your child is pursuing the IB, A-Levels, 
AP, or national curricula, pathways are in place to support their higher education goals. 

 

Q10: Is Singapore a good place for long-term family life? 

Without question. From the high standard of education and healthcare to the safe 
environment and multicultural society, Singapore offers an outstanding quality of life for 
families. Many expats who move for short-term contracts end up staying much longer—
because it simply feels like home. 

 



    Final Thought: 
Choosing to relocate with your family is a major life decision—and selecting the right 
school is at the heart of that journey. With the right preparation, openness, and support, 
your child will not only adapt to their new environment but also thrive in it. 

 

 


